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and deep knowledge 

of cadastral mapping, 

I was even more im-

pressed with your 

willingness to quickly share your knowledge 

and experiences with others. I am proud to 

say that you were very accepting of me and 

I still see these commendable qualities alive 

and well in our current membership. I am 

appreciative of the friendship and shared 

experiences over these many years and I am 

looking forward to celebrating FACM and 

its accomplishments at our upcoming con-

ference. I hope each of you are planning to 

attend the Annual Conference on October 

     Twenty five years ago, our 

òFounding Fiveó group assembled to-

gether and formed the Florida Associa-

tion of Cadastral Mappers, recognized 

the need for education and a forum to 

better the practice of Parcel Mapping. 

We are still enjoying the benefit of their 

insights and dedication and it is time to 

recognize the importance of those early 

steps. 

 

     I met my first FACM members a 

couple of years after that date when I 

attended the first Florida Base Map 

Committee at the University of Florida. 

While I was impressed with your skills 
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tage of these changes to achieve our goals. FACM still 

provides the best place to 

get information on how to 

overcome these challenges. 

How then, does FACM help 

us? First, as it relates to our 

educational imperative, 

FACM is strongly commit-

ted to continuing and ex-

panding our education ser-

vices.  We have continued 

the process of standardizing and recompiling the educa-

tion materials and are looking into ways to use technol-

ogy to make the education offerings easier and more con-

venient to attend, less expensive for the attendees, and 

available in many formats and venues. 

 

     We are also looking to find ways that bring better and 

more frequent communications between our members. 

Within the next year, you will see an 

23-26, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort 

& Spa in Bonita Springs. 

We have a great conference 

planned and I look forward 

to seeing each of you, remi-

niscing and enjoying some 

quality time together to re-

charge and learn from each 

other. 

 

     While it is often fun to 

look back and enjoy the many years of friendship, cama-

raderie and memories, it is also important to recognize 

that we are at a transformative moment in our profession 

and we face many challenges. We are being asked to find 

ways to be more and more efficient at the same time we 

are being asked to produce better, more accurate infor-

mation; all with fewer and fewer resources. The technolo-

gies we use are changing so quickly that many of us strug-

gle to keep up and understand how to best take advan-
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Free Membership for NEW  FACM Members!  

 
If  you have co-workers, students, or friends, who would like to be a part of  FACM, this 

would be a good time to join the Association with membership dues waived for the first 

year.  Just check the òRegular $40.00ó box on the Membership Application (http://

www.facm.org/membership_application.pdf) and write ò25th Anniversary Specialó on 

the Application.  Fax, Mail, or E-Mail to: 

 

FACM Treasurer  

P.O Box 2614  

Inverness, FL 34451 

 

This special is good thru the 25th Anniversary Conference in October of  2011 - So 

get the word out!! 
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òAs we have over the past twenty five years, 

FACM is continuing to work hard to 

improve how it serves each of its members 

and to help you be more successful. ò 

http://www.facm.org/membership_application.pdf
http://www.facm.org/membership_application.pdf


improved website with more content for you and more ways to 

get the solutions to your problems and the answers you need. 

We have been working hard this year to standardize our opera-

tions and bring more effective communications. 

 

     We are also looking to find ways to get bring meaningful 

FACM content to you, in addition to the great presentations at 

our annual conference, we are working with the three main GIS 

conferences: Central Florida GIS (CFGIS) in Daytona Beach, 

South Florida GIS Expo (SFGISExpo) in West Palm Beach, 

and Seven Hills Regional Users Group (SHRUG) in Tallahassee 

to coordinate FACM-specific sessions so you can attend and 

enjoy this information without huge traveling expenses. Our 

efforts this year are modest, but we are hoping to grow this 

over the next several years. I hope to see you at some of these 

conferences across the state. 

 

As we have over the past twenty five years, 

FACM is continuing to work hard to improve 

how it serves each of its members and to help 

you be more successful. Letõs get together and 

plan for the next 25 years.  

 

See you at Bonita Springs !!! 

 

Frank 

October 6-7, 2011 

 

Palm Beach County Convention Center 

West Palm Beach, FL  33401  

Register Today at:  www.sfgisexpo.com 

 

Theme:     Always FREE to attend 

 

Note:  Event preceded  

by a Charity Golf  Tournament on 10/5/11 

Message from your President continued...  
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18th Annual South Florida GIS EXPO  



     Since the Spring edition of FACM news the GIS staff at Property Tax Oversight 
has decreased again.  Donald Wasson, who had been with the Department a little 
over five years, accepted a position with DOT that is a better fit with his geomatics 
degree.  Current remaining staff consists of Charles Russell and  Tom Canter. 

  Similar to the previous report, documentation of all work processes is on-going, in 
an effort to further justify to management and the Legislature that, at the very     
minimum, the remaining positions should be retained result in a notification to the 
property appraiser that is distributed sometime in November. 
By the time of this publication we will have completed intake and review of all the 

map data from county property appraiser offices.  For 
those who didnõt realize it, parcel level GIS data is a com-

DOR News  

By Tom Canter, MCF, CCF, CFE 

ponent in the complete submission and approval 
of county tax rolls.  Several criteria are evaluated in 
the map files, including those elements listed in 
Rule 12D-1.009 of the Florida Administrative 
Code.  Deficiencies can result in a notification to 
the property appraiser that is distributed sometime 
in November. 
     Sections 3.6 through 3.6.5 of the 2011 Com-
plete Submission and Roll Evaluation Standards 
describe the required map files and associated 
evaluations.  This document can be found under 
the Property tab of the Departmentõs web site (you 
can navigate to it using myflorida.com).             
Any changes to the requirements or evaluations 
will be updated well in advance of April 1, 2012, 
when the map data is next due to be submitted.  In 
addition, we plan to host at least a couple of on-
line forums to communicate any changes. 
     The GIS and mapping workshops that were 
planned the past fiscal year have been completed 
and at this time none are scheduled for the coming 
year.  Coinciding with the economic downturn at-

tendance has been down the past 
couple years.  Most of the work-
shops previously offered are still 
available for local presentation.  
Contact  
cantert@dor.state.fl.us for details. 
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Tom Canter, 

MCF, CCF, CFE  

Continued on Page 5 

 
Tax Oversight 
decreased... 

GIS/Mapping  



     The Property Tax Oversight Certifications & Training Team is planning an offer-
ing of the course IAAO 600, Principles & Techniques of Cadastral Mappers, Novem-

ber 28 - December 2, 2011.  The course will 
be hosted by the Office of the Nassau County 
Property Appraiser and held in Yulee, Flor-
ida.  For additional details regarding course 
registration, please contact Meghan Miller at 
the following e-mail address:  mil-
lerm@dor.state.fl.us. 
     The Training Team would also like to re-
mind all affected parties that they are offering 
IAAO and FACM courses on a regional as 
requested basis now.  If you are interested in 

a course offering please contact the training team as this information is being tracked 
and courses offered when enough interest in a course is expressed. 

DOR News Continuedé 

By Tom Canter, MCF, CCF, CFE 

 
òIAAO 600 Course, 

Principles 
& 

 Techniques of Cadastral 

Training Team News  
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Make the Most of  Your Conference Time, 

Challenge one of  our FACM Courses!  
 

     There is a new educational opportunity at this year's Fall Conference.  Would you like 

to challenge one of  our FACM course tests?  FACM has set aside Sunday, October 23, 

2011, as our FACM Test Challenge Day.  

 

     If  you wish to challenge any of  the four FACM courses you can fill in the test chal-

lenge sheet in advance and show up at our conference on October 23.  The tests will be 

given from 1:00 to 4:30 PM.  Also, for the first time you will have available to you that 

same Sunday, October 23, from 10 AM to Noon, a panel of  FACM Instructors to answer 

your questions prior to challenging the test that afternoon.  

 

     Pre-registration for the test challenge is required.  If  you want you can also request a 

course book prior to the conference for pre-study. 

 

Form located on page 24. 
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FACM 25th Annual Meeting and Educational Workshop  

October 23rd ï 26, 2011 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa in Bonita Springs, Florida 
John Bausola, IFAS, CFE, GISP 

Conference Committee Chair 
http://www.coconutpoint.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp  

     The Florida Association of Cadastral Mappers is proud to announce our 2011 Annual Meeting and Edu-

cational Workshop is to be held October 23 ð 26 at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and 

Spa in Bonita Springs, Florida. Planning is underway and we encourage you to get involved. 

 

     FACM is celebrating our twenty-five year anniversary and this yearõs theme is òTwenty-five Years of 

Excellence in Educationó.  The Coconut Point Resort will provide an attractive and relaxing environment 

for conducting your workshop and business meeting. There will also be time to take in some of the many 

amenities that the resort has to offer.  

 

     What really makes this event a true educational opportunity is the quality and variety of speakers we have 

had the privilege to work with. This year should continue to build upon this. With the help of all of you we 

can develop an agenda that will deliver a variety of quality educational sessions directed towards your day-to-

day challenges. If within your work environment you have developed a process or work-flow that improves 

the way you are handling property records and the cadastral map or an innovated use of the GIS data, please 

submit an abstract and get on the agenda. If you know of someone who would like to present at our work-

shop please have them contact me. My e-mail is bausolaj@paslc.org.   

 

     There are some remaining time slots available for speakers. If you think you have a suitable topic and 

would like to share it with the group, please send me your abstract.  

  

Continued on Page 7 

http://www.coconutpoint.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp
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Recreational Activities for the 25th Anniversary Conference 
By: Ellen Edwards 

 

The Hyatt Regency Coconut Point has a number of fun things to do!  There are three swimming pools; one 
5,000 square foot Adventure Pool strictly for children and families with a 140 foot Corkscrew water slide 

which appeared to be a huge hit with the kids I saw there.  There is also an adult only Lawn Pool in case you 
donôt want to be splashed by the kiddies!  The third pool is the Waterfall Pool which is beautiful and has a 

huge waterfall cascading from above the Roman-styled building.  Large sized pool towels are provided free of 

charge as part of your resort fee so there is no need to bog down your luggage with beach towels.  The hotel has 
Camp Coconut for children ages 3 through 12. 

 

The Hyatt also has rights to a private island, Hickory Island, to 
which they will ferry you and let you enjoy the Gulf beach.  The 

ferryôs run back and forth all day for your convenience and the fare is 
included as part of your resort fee.  You can obtain towels from the 

pool hut that you can also take to the beach.  There are restrooms on 

the island but no food, drink or other amenities so make sure to bring 
a small cooler for your drinks and snacks or you can rent a cooler 

from the hotelôs coffee shop for $15. 

 
There is a gas powered fire pit  in the pool area which is kind of hot in July/August but might be rather nice in 

October when we have the conference!  The coffee shop sells Smores kits with sticks and marshmallows you 
can roast in the fire pit and then make your Smores.  The kids love these; even big kids! 

 

I noticed a new addition to the recreational activities when I visited the hotel this past weekend.  They have 
erected a rock wall for climbing, complete with safety harnesses.  The kids seemed to have a blast with this and 

it was fun to watch them.  I need to find out if they allow BIG kids to climb; I think my insurance is paid up! 
 

The Raptor Bay Golf Club is next door providing a fun, relaxed atmosphere 

for players of all skill levels as well as lessons.  There are other recreational, 
fitness, and spa packages available on site.  Check out the Hyattôs website at 

http://www.coconutpoint.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp?null for more infor-

mation. 
 

Lastly, we will have our FACM 5K Run/Walk Challenge at the Hyatt.  It will take place during the confer-
ence on Tuesday morning at 8:00 AM.  Registration is $20 and you will receive our newly designed FACM T-

Shirt free with your registration.  There are gift card prizes for the first three to cross the finish line.  The regis-

tration form is in this newsletter as well as on our website so please register early to lock in a T-shirt in your 
size! 

 
Lastly, we are also planning a ñQuirky Deedò contest with the person presenting the quirkiest deed at the con-

ference receiving a prize.  So start perusing those deeds coming into your office and save the ñquirky ones for 

the conference contest! 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our  

25th Anniversary Conference! 

http://www.coconutpoint.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp?null


Claude M. òBuddyó Addison, CCF ð Polk County Property Appraiser  

(May 29, 1953 - May 4, 2011) 

Claude M. "Buddy" Addison of Lake Wales passed away Wednesday, May 4, 2011 at his residence.  

 
He was born May 29, 1953 in Fort Myers, FL and came to Lake Wales from Fort Myers in 
2004. He was employed by the Polk County Property Appraiser. Buddy brought with him to 
the Polk PA Office a wealth of knowledge from his years of work in the Surveying Industry. 
His co-workers will miss his smile, sense of humor and good natured jokes. 

 
Here are just a few things his co-workers had to say about him: 
 
ñIn all of the years that I worked with Buddy, I never saw him be hurt-
ful, angry or unkind.  Buddy always seemed to be up-beat and kept 
us laughing. I know that I speak for everyone in the department when 
I say he will be greatly missed.ò -Sylvia Culverhouse 
 
ñI will always be thankful for Buddyôs willingness to share his knowl-
edge from his surveying background.  Buddy was also such fun to be 
around, he really helped our department to be a great place to work. 
I will greatly miss his smiling face and the way he made our depart-
ment a happy place to be.ò -Carol Walker 
 
As I would walk by his cubicle to get to mine, he would have a big 
smile on his face, and I would think to myself, ñWhat kind of comical 
saying or story does he have today?ò  I miss him each time I walk by 
his cubicle.    -Mahala Ammons 
 

If you didn't know Buddy Addison you missed out on knowing a wonderful person.  He was 

truly a one-of-a-kind "good ole boy".  You know the saying; "they broke the mold when they 

made him", well that definitely applied to Buddy.  He could always make you laugh (laugh so 

hard that you cried).  He was great about making light of any situation.  Buddy had great sto-

ries about growing up down South, and the trouble he got into playing pranks on his family 

and friends.  Oh how he loved those jokes and pranks!  He even got me a few times with one 

of his pranks.  Buddy also had a love for the outdoors.  He talked about wildlife and the hunt-

ing camp in Dunnellon.  We had many discussions about that.  I never knew of him shooting 

anything other than pictures of the deer and turkey up there.  I was very blessed to have 

known Buddy and called him my friend.  He will truly be missed.   - Cheryl Layton 

Page 8 FACM FACTS  



The Orange County 

Property Appraiserõs Office 
Railroad Track Mile Project 

 

By: Maththew Kalus & 

Charles Gonyea 

     ¦ƴǘƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ¢ƘŜ hǊŀƴƎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎƘŜŜǘ 

for reporting the Railroad Track Miles to the Department of Revenue (DOR). This strategy did not al-

low for an efficient procedure to document the annual changes in municipal annexations that affect 

the apportioning of those track miles per municipality. 

     This project began by comparing previously acquired planimetric line features with aerial imagery 

flown in 2010. Layers were created to document those tracks that had been removed since the initial 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ мфффπнллоΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

added since. By panning along the line features, OCPA was able to generate an accurate account of 

the total current track miles in Orange County. 

     Next, each operating railroad company was determined, and their tracks were attributed accordingly. 

Two Exempt Operators exist in Orange County: The Orlando Utilities Commission has track that is a spur 

from the CSX mainline that runs to the Stanton Energy Plant; And the United States Air Force has a spur 

that accessed the former McCoy Air Force Base, now Orlando International Airport. The other two Opera-

tors are CSX and Florida Central Railroad. 

Continued on Page 10 
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